
 WHEREAS, Sue Else came to the City of Independence after volunteering at an Ames, 
Iowa, Women’s Shelter and Sexual Assault Center while she was minoring at Iowa State 
University in Women’s Studies; and 
 
 WHEREAS, having been employed in Independence in 1987 as Hope House President 
where they were able to shelter 30 women and children; and 
 
 WHEREAS, under Ms. Else’s leadership Hope House has grown from 949 calls the first 
year to now handling over 5,900 calls per year and now providing an individual specific tailored 
program that collaborates with the Police Departments, area hospitals, and court systems, 
prosecutors and churches; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Sue has led Hope House through two successful multi-million dollar capital 
campaigns to build two fifty-two bed emergency shelters in Independence and Lee’s Summit 
which allows the provision of safe refuge and supportive services that educate and empower 
women and their children, and is currently in a third capital campaign to fund additional needed 
updates and services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Ms. Else has led Hope House to providing service to more than 15,000 
battered women and children and has instituted programs to more effectively break the domestic 
violence cycle; and,   
 
 WHEREAS, Ms. Else’s expertise in leadership, knowledge of the domestic violence 
scene and successes in working with others in empowering individuals and institutions to join in 
improving the domestic violence situation and working toward breaking the cycle, has generated 
an invitation for her to become the President of the National Network to End Domestic Violence 
in Washington, D.C.; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, I, Don B. Reimal, Mayor of the City of Independence, Missouri, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by the City of Independence, Missouri, do hereby 
proclaim May 6, 2006, as 
 

SUE ELSE DAY 
 

and urge all those who know Sue Else to thank her for all she has done for Independence and to 
wish her well in her new endeavor in Washington, D.C. 
 
 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the City 
to be affixed this 1st day of May, 2006. 
       ______________________________ 
                               MAYOR 
       Attest: 
        
        _______________________________ 
                CITY CLERK 



 


